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Dear Chairman Hundt:
I'''.

It has come to my attention that your office has been
contacted recently by Mr. Raymond W. Blackford. This letter is
to follow-up on my constituent's behalf.

Mr. Blackford is concerned about .a number of newer FCC
regulations regarding the inspect~on of radio installatibns cn
large cargo ships and small passenger ships. I have enclosed a
copy of his very thq:ug}:').tful and articulate letter sent earl~er;., (
this month directly to your off ice. '... J'
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c: The Honorable Jack Fi
Chairman, House Sub
Finance

Please give full consideration to Mr. Blackford's thoughts
and, when appropriate, resp~nd directly to him in writing. In .-'~

the interim, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact my Staff Assistant, Gary Gallant, at 202-225-4765. Thank
you.
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Raymond w. B18ckford
2214 Edgar Rd.
Point Pleasant, N.J. 08742
21 ~y 96

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communication$ Commis9ion
Washington , D.C. 20554

Included 1 Original and 9 eOpies

'.
Re: CI Docket No. 95-55

Amendment of the Commission's Ru1es Concerning the Inspection
of Radio I~tallac;tons on Large Cargo :;'hips anti Small Passanger Shix&,

Gentlemen, Jt >.,
, ~ased on some 25 years experience" in.?,H",large shitil':radiQ' industry',

f find' the above captioned N.P.R.H. to be a good idea that is long overdue.
However, I also find that it is seriously d~fective in several respects: 0'

•
1 J' The proposa.l:. is '",11:)117 :!ependent on th" 1'1:" "nt licensing stn~Lure.

["othing in. theprc-?cG,t lice.using st.ruet:l:t2 for the evalullt:idIl
of the i'tlJividual' 5 hOll~stYJ integrity. or soundness of j~d',gIfieilt.
These are all important'attributes fo~ any inspector.

2. Nothing in the present licensing structure deals even remotely with
performance standards, methodologyJor quality assurance procedures
for carrying out inspections.

to

J. Based on wy own experience as an engineer and as a manager in this industry,
I am of the opiniott that the technical ability required to obtain any grade
of operator's license is just barely adequate to insure competence as an
operator. It is inadequate to insure competence as a technician , and it is
totally insufficient to garuntee minimal competence as a radio inspector •

• -: ,-I

4. Since the te.chriician,or his employer , ~ill be retained by the shipping
company, neither of them is sufficiently independent to insure an honest
and impartial inspection. There ..wJ!oll a1..,;'ays be the implied threat that
:itf you want repeat lJusi?jss. you'd hctt:er go easy on us. .r..:..•••5. Virtually e.very other administration has the class society issue the Safety
Certificate, based on the recommendatt-on of the technician•. Witb the inception
of ISO 9000 standards, tlle tec,hnica.n and company 1II1st ,be ...6ii:. ~n: approved",;:1t.st,.
mafnta1ne'dbythe classsoeiety. '.
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6. w'1Jile it is ohvious tbat thl!w"'¥livati;:atir;l) ur swall, boat inspectiDT1~, has heen"',
successful, it" is vcr':!\. risky fd extr<lpolat.e ,thiS success into thf',_, "large ~hip " •
market. They are realI' t~o totally differ~nt industries with ra~~cally differeut
practices ,operating procedures, equipments J and requirements. They are siJllilar
only inname..

," 7. Art prese~tly written, the N.P .*,il.dlld pe~ a teenagerMo managedti1lletDOrMt,
a 'license manual and pass a multipl~ choice test to be a Radio Inspector and
issue Radio Safety Certificates on behalf of the United States. Theoretically.
there is no requirement that this person ever have seen a ship, a ships radio
station, or for that matter even have seen the ocean before.
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A. Minimum. age 30.
B. 4 mini1llUlll of 10 years successful experience in the tepair of large

J'ssel radio, radar and gener~l electronics should ~e required.
C••A minimum of an A.S.E.E. degree or e.quivalaut traiAing should be

required.
D. Certification or documented acceptance by atleast Z major Class Socie~ies

~~ho-ultl b1~ rC,'la:~rLd.. ••
,.. A se:parat~ cert;Lf.t.Q,.~tJ,9;P,,po~};;JJ.£rJd.~~~~'~~;~1~L_1.?.(~. estaGli",l' t'·:: -', :'.,~~~....,ol'_",;.....:. .....

dependent on alH~r.l;t:car: l.ic~nsing .;e.TLen· i3 no reason t~) ~ ',."'~':'! t;te-; ~ " - ' •.... '
inspector to be a "'fforse Operator ,,~. Many of the commission r s 0Vll~~ .... ,.

inspecto~s ~an't copy morse. to any usefu~.4egr~e~ Pas5i~g, the technical
examination required for each class of vessel. should be sufficient.

F. Individual radio companies should be certified much the same vay as the
F.A.A. certifies aviation shops.

Since the number of shops and individuals vho vould be involved in this
process would be relatively small and most of those involved in this field
are already well known to commission personnel • the burden on the government
would be minimal and of short duration. There are probably less than 200
qualified individuals who are seriously involved in this field nation vide.
Movement of qualified indiv~~uals into this field vould also be minimal. so

, ..
there would be no significant on, ;oing burden of the government. .: I:.,.. ," ..

Clearly this is a gross abdication of thecomm!ssion's responsiblity for
for\maintaining public safety. It is ~nvitation ~o irresponsible behavior,
corruption and possible disaster. ~
- ,i r. -

8. I suggest that this deficiency can easily be corrected by changing the proposed
qualifications to be a radio inspector. I vould suggest they include the
£,olloving:
zfI

.f

I believe privatizing radio inspections is definitely the best thing to do.
However,'we should at least maintain standl,rd:., CIt least as rigorous as those
maintained by t.he"Fl;,~.g ()f Con...,;rc~_l~ipn!:f:~u _ S~.~-"l ('-, ;1:-:; ;~··)r;:.,:;ell{:~~d I)"v t!:;l': 1[';:lr~:'Ol;:3
Class Societies.' .. J
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